Defence Council 
The Defence Council is the senior departmental committee of the Ministry of Defence. It is chaired by the Secretary of State, and comprises the other ministers, the Permanent Under Secretary, the Chief of Defence Staff and senior service officers and senior officials who head the armed services and the department’s major corporate functions. It provides the formal legal basis for the conduct of defence in the UK through a range of powers vested in it by statute and Letters Patent.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The letters patent constituting the Defence Council vest it with the power of command over Her Majesty's Forces and give it responsibility for their administration, or in the words of the letters patent:

"...to administer such matters pertaining to Our Naval Military and Air Forces as We through Our Principal Secretary of State for Defence direct them to execute And to have command under Us of all Officers Ratings Soldiers and Airmen of Our Naval Military and Air Forces...".

https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/43277/page/2545
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-defence/groups/defence-council
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