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Relevant experience and accreditation : 
I am the current Chair of Scientists for Global Responsibility. I have published 

several articles and books on the effects of nuclear weapons and military policy and 

strategy. 

 

Report 

 
 

1. The body of my evidence is contained in a recent publication of 16 pages, 

exhibited hereto (Exhibit P.W.1),  and entitled: “UK nuclear weapons: a 

catastrophe in the making?”  I am the primary author along with Dr Stuart 

Parkinson, Executive Director of Scientist for Global Responsibility.  



2. In addition to this, in February 2013, I also co-authored a study with my 

colleague Richard Moyes, Honorary Fellow at Exeter University, titled 

“Humanitarian Consequences" and sub-titled a "Short case study of the direct 

humanitarian impacts from a single nuclear weapon detonation on 

Manchester, UK" for the UK anti-nuclear campaigning group “Article 36” . 

3.  This was subsequently submitted, together with other materials, as a part and 

parcel of the expert documentation from UK based sources, and presented to 

an international Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons, 

hosted by the Norwegian Foreign-Minister in Oslo on 4-5 March 2013. I now 

attach it hereto as a further Exhibit (P.W.2), as is deals specifically with the 

consequences and effects of a singular nuclear weapon detonation in the 

100kt range on a large metropolitan conurbation, and thus whilst dealing with 

a scale of use at the opposite end to that examined in the other Report, is of 

comparable scale to the use of a single Trident II SLBM against the City of 

Moscow. 

 

List of any Materials referred to and exhibited hereto. 
 

P.W.1 :“UK nuclear weapons: a catastrophe in the making?”   

P.W.2 “Humanitarian Consequences” 

Details of any other Literature, Publications  and other Material relied upon. 
N/A 

Statement of facts supplied. 
None 

Statement as to facts within knowledge 
All other facts  

Statement regarding any examination, measurement,  
test or experiment done and relied upon. 
N/A 



Summary of main Conclusions  
 

 The nuclear weapons carried by just one Trident submarine could cause such 
huge climatic disruption that global food supplies would be at risk and the 
survival of human civilisation itself would be threatened. 

 

 The nuclear weapons carried by just one Trident submarine could directly 
cause more than 10 million civilian casualties. 
 

 Intentional use of the UK’s nuclear weapons would therefore be both 
genocidal and suicidal. 
 

 The probability of unintentional use of the UK’s nuclear weapons – whether 
through accident or miscalculation during a crisis – is not negligible. There 
have been numerous known cases across the world of ‘near nuclear use’ over 
the past 60 years, despite much nuclear history being clouded in secrecy. It is 
therefore only a matter of time before our luck runs out. The UK’s round-the-
clock nuclear patrols – and the desire to continue these indefinitely – add 
significantly to this risk. 
 

 The UK is one of a very small number of states actively deploying nuclear 
weapons, creating a completely unacceptable risk of catastrophe for human 
society. 

 

 

I have read and understand my duties to the Court as an expert witness (as set out 

at CPR r.33.2), and I have complied with and will continue to comply with those 

duties. 

 

This Report consisting of  3 page(s) signed by me, is true to the best of my 

knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall 

be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false 

or do not believe to be true. 

 

Signature      

 

 

                      PHILIP R WEBBER                 Dated the 21st day of September 2015 
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